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BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 

Beginnings of the American People. [The Riverside History of 
the United States, I. William E. Dodd, Editor.] By 
Carl Lotus Becker, Professor of European History in the 
University of Kansas. (Boston : Houghton Mifflin Com- 
pany. [1915.] Pp. 279, xviii. $1.25 net.) 

It has long been a matter for wonder that so little of the most 
important results of recent and contemporary research in Ameri- 
can colonial history lias found its way into the text-books, even 
the latest on that period. Professor Becker is practically the first 
text-book writer to make appreciative use of this material. He 
approaches his subject from the broad point of view of one who 
regards the young colonies as "disjected particles of ancient 
Europe," and who, in following their development, never loses 
sight of the fact that they were but parts of a great English im- 
perial system. 

The volume is a bit of real literature, a brilliant and. charming 
piece of historical writing. Nowhere can there be found in small 
compass a more vivid and telling description of the European 
background of the discovery of the New World than is in the first 
thirty pages of this little volume. Equally successful are the ac- 
counts of the social development and intellectual life of the col- 
onies, especially in the eighteenth century. It is in these aspects 
of the period that Professor Becker seems most interested, but as 
already indicated he is careful to explain England's commercial 
and colonial policies, and the tendencies of American industrial 
and political life, all of which of course determined the political 
and administrative relations between the mother country and her 
offspring. And here one criticism may be offered. Too little at- 
tention is given to the evolution of those colonial political insti- 
tutions, particularly the assemblies, by means of which the colon- 
ists were able to gain control of their own local affairs and to 
strike at the imperial system which bound them, and in defense 
of which they finally broke with the empire and sought inde- 
pendence. 

As to the Revolution itself, our author's point of view is again 
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illustrated by the fact that more than twice as much space is 
given to the preliminary quarrels than to the war itself. The 
volume goes no further than the treaty of peace, 1783. 

While Professor Becker's book will be a genuine pleasure both 
to the general reader and the student, it is not likely to he wholly 
successful as a text-book because it is frequently lacking in that 
definite concrete information which is an essential prerequisite to 
the formation of generalizations of any value and which there- 
fore must form the basis of any successful college course. 

Chas. W. Eamsdell. 



Union and Democracy. [The Riverside History of the United 
States, IT. William E. Dodd, Editor.] By Allen John- 
son, .Professor of American History, Yale University. 
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. [1915.1 Pp. xii, 
346, xvi. $1.25 net.) 

Expansion and Conflict. [The Riverside History of the United 
States, III. William E. Dodd, Editor.] By William E. 
Dodd, Professor of American History, University of Chi- 
cago. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company. [1915.] 
Pp. xvi. 329, xxiv. $1.25 net.) 

Together these two little volumes survey the history of the 
United States from the close of the Revolution to the end of the 
Civil War, with the election of 1828 as the dividing line between 
them. They are designed primarily as text-books for college 
classes, but are likely to find their greatest field of usefulness 
among general readers desiring a brief, readable, interpretative 
discussion of the period. Professor Johnson's task has been 
essayed so often and from so many different angles that little 
opportunity for originality remained. It is a good, clear narra- 
tive, but, except for a slightly greater emphasis on the economic 
influences which shaped our early constitutional development, — 
probably a more or less unconscious response to Beard's somewhat 
spectacular thesis, — his book has little to distinguish it from 
others of approximately the same compass. Chapter XIV. analyz- 
ing the motives and influences of the Westward Movement, and 
Chapter XVI, describing the New Democracy that came into its 



